Ainsfield, Football and Religion
By Tom Buckler

I will always remember Jerry Ainsfield.  Not only did we play football together at GW, but he expanded my knowledge of religion and music when I really was not into either.  Religion was limited to Sundays at Del Ray Baptist Church with Dorothy Palmore; and, music was listening to the Everly Brothers, The Drifters, etc.  There were great quarterbacks, linebackers, and running backs that played for GW – Ralph Stone, Jimmy Arnold, Bill Simpson, etc. – but the offensive and defensive line was where the action was… except when we played W&L.
After losing a few games to Annandale, Mclean, Fairfax, etc. (actually, in retrospect, we lost most of our games), but that is not the point.  The point is that near the end of the season our junior year, we played Groveton – at night – at Groveton, and we WON, 13 to 12!!  It was an amazing come-from-behind victory.  
There were not too many GW fans at the away game, so maybe this is also a footnote in history for all those that were not there.  At any rate, after the last touchdown was scored by Bobby Cooper, we were excited!  Jerry, jumping up and down with the other linemen, starts singing “Hava Nagila”.  I had never heard that song before but it was catchy, had a strong beat, easy to dance to and would have been given a 10 by any of the standards on American Bandstand.   Also, I didn’t really understand the words, but on the second repeat (we sang the song over and over), I was singing with the best of GW’s best.  After finding out the words were Hebrew, and Jerry was a Jew, I thought what a great religion!  And, what a great celebratory song.  The strange part is that I have sung it to myself many times since high school – thinking of Jerry each time – and until I wrote this note, did not realize it is a wedding song!!         

