An “A” for a School Play

By Bill Thomas

One day while walking from the locker room through the auditorium after practice, Randy Maney and I were approached by our speech teacher who was casting a play and needed to fill a few minor roles. When she asked if we would like to be in the play, and we hesitated, she added that we sure looked like a couple of “A” students to her. Thinking we had her drift we joined the cast.  

The play had to be altered a bit to delete a song (Rock of Ages) that Randy's character was supposed to sing. This was after he sang it in rehearsal and several windows broke and every canine within a mile of the school was howling.

As for me, I had to suffer the indignity of sitting on a fake rock, front stage right, for the entire play, wearing a too-short tunic and a pair of the teacher's pantyhose as the Ancient Mariner told me the story.

I must say I did enjoy my close proximity to the wonderful women (girls) clothed in leotards as they danced, sometimes very close to me, on the stage.

As it turned out (and unknown to us) this was a contest play, and thanks to everyone else involved "we" won 1st Place in Northern Virginia and in a statewide competition at UVA.  And, we got an "A" in speech.  
