The Rosemont District Grocery Store (DGS)

By Tom Martin
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The attached picture is a building that brings back many special memories from my years at GWHS.  It is located in the Rosemont Neighborhood (2 East Walnut Street and Commonwealth Avenue) of Alexandria, Va.  It will become a new Grapes & Bean Market store during the summer of 2011.

Over 55 years ago, it was an independent District Grocery Store (DGS), owned by Sy Fromm, who lived upstairs with his family.  The store was next to an "open sewer" creek, now enclosed in concrete, and just a couple of blocks from Maury Elementary School.  Sy's meats, particularly his steaks, were the best in the area.

I worked part-time for Sy Fromm (a really nice man), after school until the store closed at 7:30 PM, and on Saturdays during the 4 years I went to GWHS, stocking shelves, cleaning the meat cutters and floors.  When I got my driver's license after I turned 15, I made home deliveries driving Sy's station wagon, and made extra $$ from tips.  

Working helped my family, since my Mom had many medical bills.  I paid 100% of my living expenses from working at the DGS, to include clothes and BEER.  By the time I got home on a school night, it was almost 8:00 PM.  I missed out playing sports at GWHS, and with little time to study, was happy to make C's.  I did learn many life lessons working for Sy, which had a positive impact on me. 

Knowing that my Dad's Father died when he was only 12 years old, and being the oldest child, what he had to go through to support his family in Jersey City, N.J. as a teenager, made my situation more doable.

Sy's daughter, Barbara graduated with Jim Morrison and the rest of us on June 13, 1961.  One of Barbara's best friends growing up, Ellen Cohen, worked across the street, on the other corner of Walnut Street at Bea's Drug Store.  She would have graduated with the GWHS Class of 1960, if she had not moverd to Baltimore, and then drop out of school.  She changed her name to Mama Cass Elliot, and became an original member of "The Mamas and the Papas".

Look forward to seeing, and catching up with, everyone at our 50th Reunion.  Should be fun!!
