JAMES B. FORD 
James B. Ford, 89, a World War II veteran who taught and coached athletics at two Alexandria high schools, died of kidney failure Nov. 11, 2006 at Inova Mount Vernon Hospital in Alexandria.

Mr. Ford, an Alexandria resident since 1948, was born in Binghamton, N.Y. After attending a preparatory school in Allentown, Pa., he earned a football scholarship from the University of Notre Dame. Mr. Ford played center under Coach Elmer Layden, one of the legendary Four Horsemen. 
At the start of World War II, Mr. Ford left Notre dame to enlist in the military. He served as an officer with the Army Air Forces in North Africa and Italy. Assigned to the 15th Air Force, 454th Bomb Group, 737th Squadron, he was a bombardier and navigator on a B-24 Liberator. He flew 50 combat missions and received a Distinguished Flying Cross for volunteering to pilot a B-24 to its home base after the pilot and crew parachuted into enemy territory.

After the war, he received a bachelor's degree from Notre Dame and took graduate courses at the College of William & Mary. He also served in the Air Force Reserves until 1973, retiring with the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Mr. Ford taught biology and was the head football coach at George Washington High School in Alexandria from 1949 to 1965. He also coached the school's varsity spring basketball and track teams. In 1965, he joined the faculty at T.C. Williams High School as a biology teacher and assistant football coach. He retired in 1979.

After his retirement, Mr. Ford spent a few seasons as a volunteer football coach at Bishop Ireton High School in Alexandria. In the summers from 1957 until the late 1970s, he was the manager of the Mount Vernon Park Association in Alexandria.

His wife of 60 years, Genevieve C. Ford, died in 2005. Survivors include seven children: Patrick J. Ford, Michael J. Ford, Thomas J. Ford and Nancy Howerton, all of Alexandria; Susan M. Scholtz of Ocean Pines, Md., Mary Ann Ford of Atlanta and Janet C. Santullo of Nokesville; nine grandchildren and a great-grandson.
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