JOHN DEAL SCOTT, JR. 

On Monday, July 21, 2008, John Deal Scott, Jr, of Cumming, Georgia, formerly of Springfield, Virginia, passed away due to complications from lung cancer at Northside Forsyth Hospital. John is survived by his wife of 42 years, Norma Boswell Scott, a daughter, Lisa Anne Senkowski, son, Jon D. Scott, and seven grandchildren. Born on March 18, 1943, John grew up in both Alexandria, Virginia and Columbia, South Carolina. He graduated from George Washington High School in Alexandria in 1961. In 1966, he graduated from The George Washington University, School of Engineering and Applied Science, earning a Bachelor of Civil Engineering and later a Master’s Degree in Engineering Administration. He was a member of the Sigma Nu fraternity and served as president his senior year. He was very involved in The George Washington University Engineering Alumni Association, serving on the Board of Directors. He was a licensed Professional Engineer. John served in the United States Army as an officer in the Corp of Engineers, 1966-69. He worked for the Washington Gas Light Company for thirty years, retiring in 1995. During his retirement he volunteered with several organizations, and was honored by President George W. Bush for his accomplishments. He and his wife Norma re-located to Cumming, GA in April 2004. Interment is at the Mount Comfort Cemetery, 6600 South Kings Highway, Alexandria, Virginia.
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I think of John every time I write my monthly check to his old employer, the Washington Gas Light Company. Probably because of his failing health, he was one who was very disappointed when plans for a 45th reunion in 2006 fell through. 
John was a regular on the Reunion Committee during its heydays in the 1980’s. The first meeting in 1980 was hosted by Day Golt North.  Everyone had a great time, and we discovered this was a group that liked to party!  Not only had Day been a fantastic hostess, she set the pattern; we met monthly in rotation at someone’s house during the 12 or 13 months before the reunion s in 1981, 1986, and 1991, and a month or two after, as well as meeting every few months in the off-years. The gatherings normally would start about 6:30 in the evening and often would be still going strong at 11:00. Naturally, spouses were skeptical. How could reunions require that much planning, especially when the event was years in the future? 
When John’s turn came to host, we all showed up just as Norma and the kids were leaving for the movies.  For some reason, this time, after the actual reunion business was discussed, several people rose, saying they unfortunately had to leave.  As they were departing, it was as if everyone else suddenly sensed the party no longer had a critical mass and also decided to head on out. Poor John, he stood by the door and said, “Wait, you can’t all leave now. If nobody is here at 9:30 when Norma gets back, she’s really going to wonder why I’ve been getting home from these meetings at 11:30!” 
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